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DEMOS SHAKARIAN

My Dear Partner,

Many ofthe more popular messages on “Chris-
tianfinances” today sometimes seemto contain con-
fusing, even contradictory teachings. | believe there
is increasingly widespread misinformation in the
Body of Christ concerning God'’s intent for our pros-
perity.

In this booklet, it is my desire to share with you
the things God has shown me, through His Word, on
the area of finances. Many of these revelations will
drastically differ from much of what is being taught
about finances today! | only ask that when you
experience an area that seems to contradict the
“popular” beliefs aboutfinances, please seek God in
prayer, and study His Word, for your answers.

That’s what | did, and this little booklet is the

result. My only desire is for you to know ALL God has
and desires foryou ... AND THAT INCLUDES YOUR
FINANCES!

We serve God with our minds, we serve God
with our bodies, and we can serve God faithfully in
our finances.

But we do not serve a FORMULA God.

There is no place in scripture where it says,



“Give a dime and get a dollar”, but that’s what is
being taught.

Scripture does not say, “You must give money
to get money”, but that concept is being taught.

When it came time to pay taxes, Jesus sent the

apostles outto catch afish, and the tax money was in
the belly of that fish. You see, God is not limited by
how He brings funds into your life. To simply state that
you must “plant money seeds” to receive money is
not consistent with how the ministry of Jesus func-
tioned.

Beloved, | pray this little booklet will open your
heart so that the Holy Spirit can reveal to you the
loving nature of our God, and help you understand
His principles for a balanced and proper walk in the
area of Christian finances.

In His Endtime Service,

Abrnse,

P.S. When you complete this booklet, please write
and share with me how this book on finances has
touched your heart. God bless you.




SECTIONONE

GOD’S PROMISES
DEPEND UPON
RELATIONSHIP!

When you desire to buy a particu-
lar brand of gum, you simply walk up to a vending
machine, put in your 45 cents, and pull the lever.

Presto, you have gum.

The formula for getting gum from a vending
machine is very simple: if you put 45 cents intoa slot,
then pull the proper lever, you will receive gum.
Beloved, that’s the way it works with vending ma-
chines...

_ but that’s not the way it works with God!

Our precious Heavenly Father is not some
magical vending machinein the sky Who is patiently
waiting to pour out His blessings upon all of us who
discover His secret formula for financial success.

God makes many marvelous financial prom-
ises in scripture for those who give to His purpose,
but none of these promises will ever be fulfilled when




they are taken out of the context of RELATIONSH;p
The first thing God requires from anyone whe
serves Him is relationship.

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt ove the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with gy

thy soul, and with all thy mind.
“This is the first and great commandment.”

Matthew 22: 37,38

Beloved, you can pay your tithes and give your
offerings faithfully for fifty years, but if you are notin
a prayerful, holy relationship with your God, then do
not expect God to pour out an heavenly blessing in
return for your giving!

Unlike the cold steel vending machine, God
demands more than the fulfillment of a few simple
steps; He demands relationship.

“But that on the good ground are they, which
In an honest and good heart, having heard

the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience.”’

Luke 8:15

. Giving, W|thou_t relationship with God, will not
P u_clfre] a}[bundant flqancial fruits in your finances.
AL r?t tsta’temen.’t Isso vitalto your understanding

Orepeat it again: Giving, without relation-

10



shi.p vyith God, will not produce abundant financial
fruits in your finances.

Even if Xou follow all the famous formulas
tpute_d by t'he prgpserity” preachers -- even if you
tithe, even if you give generous offerings -- that’s not
enough!

.If your heart is not in union with God’s heart, if
your life is not in relationship with God’s Law, then
you are foolishly planting financial fruit on non-pro-
ductive ground.

“For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and
my words, of him shall the Son of man be
- ashamed, when he shall come in his own
glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy an-

gels.”
Luke 9:26

God looks at your heart. No simple biblical
formula on giving will ever result in prosperity unless

your heart is pure.

“Therefore, if thou bring thy giftto the altar,
and there rememberest that thy brother hath

aught against thee,
““| eave there thy gift before the altar, and go

thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy gift. o

Matthew 5:23,24
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Notice the priority. Get your life in order FIRST t
come back and give to the Father. » then

Here’s another misconception: pej
Christian must mean that God is favoring

That's not completely true.

Certainly God can give wealth to those He
knows will make good stewards, but wealth in and of
itself is not a sign you are a good Christian.

God is not impressed with your wealth, He
created everything on the face of this earth, and He
has no particular respect or admiration for those who
managetoaccumulate a greater portion of His wealth
than most.

God only looks at your heart and determines
your “richness” or “poorness” from your relation-
ship with HIM!

When a rich man was troubled about where to
store all of his wealth, God answered:

Ng a righ
your lifg,

“But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night
thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose
shall those things be, which thou hast pro-
vided?

“So is he that layeth up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God.””

Luke 12: 20,21

When Jesus left this earth, there was nothingin

any of the apostles’ writings that talked about the
great fortunes He left behind, yet the things ...




“...wl7ich Jesus did, the which, if they should
be written every one, | suppose that even the
world itself could not contain the books that
should be written. Amen.”

John 21: 25

Today, there are actually “‘prosperity teachers”
who claim that Jesus was indeed wealthy, and since
He was the “pattern son”, then we too should strive
to be wealthy.

How do they document this?

Well, after all, they say, Jesus did have a cloak
the soldiers desired (so it must have been well made
and costly). He had a treasurer in His ministry; He let
precious oils be poured over His head and feet
(instead of selling the oil and giving the money to the
poor); and He had rich ladies who were patrons of His
ministry.

From these flimsy examples, these misguided
teachers conclude: “Jesus was not against luxuries
and wealth, and He desires for you to have luxuries

and wealth t00.”

Nonsense.
Jesus is not interested in your wealth ...

—- He is only interested in HOW YOU USE IT!

Any Bible scholar knows the story of the ser-
vants and the talents. The good servant was re-
warded not because he made his Lord rich, but
because he was faithful, and USED the talents the

master gave him.
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“And he said unto him, Wellthou good ser.
vant: because thou hast been faithful in very
little, have thou authority over ten cities.”

Luke 19: 17

When Jesus “...sat over against the treasury,
and beheld how the people cast money into the
treasury” (Mark 12:41), He noticed a poor widow as
she threw in her two mites. When He witnessed this;
He called to His disciples and said,

‘Veerily | say unto you, that this poor widow
hath cast more in, than all they which have
cast into the treasury.

For all they did cast in of their abundance;
but she of her want did cast in all that she
had, even all her living.”

Mark 12: 43,44

Jesus was not impressed with the SIZE of her
gift, He wasimpressed withthe SIZE of her heart-- her
willingness to give ALL for the work of the Lord.

Before we can begin to discuss how God'’s
Grace can change your finances, you must examine
your own heart to determine if you PUT GOD FIRST
in every area of your life.

He comes before any attempts toreap rewards
in your finances.

He comes before any job or hobby.



He comes before the Su
nday afternoon foot-
ball gamcla forthe latest edition of “Time” magazinfeociL
my own life, He had to come befo |
e business, re my prospering
God must be first in '
| . your life, then all othe
things will follow from that relationship. r

“I am the Lord thy God, which have brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house

of bondage.
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”

Exodus 20: 2,3

If you wantyour finances to improve, and if you
truly desire to be about God’s work of reaching lost
souls through the financial enablement He will be-
stow upon your life, then repent now of any wrong
emphasis in your life, and prayerfully ask God to put

your heart into His Divine Order.

kingdom of God, and

“But seek ye first the
d all these things shall

his righteousness; an

be added unto you.”
Matthew 6: 33

THE NEXT PRIORITY

ked God to purify your own

Once you have as
ledged that HE is definitely

heart, and have acknow
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